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This book brings to light Russia's undeservedly-obscure military past, rectifying the tendency of American
and Western military historians to neglect the Russian side of things. Russia, as both a Western and non-
Western society, challenges our thinking about Western military superiority. Russia has always struggled
with backwardness in comparison with more developed powers, at some times more successfully than others.
The imperatives of survival in a competitive international environment have, moreover, produced in Russian
society a high degree of militarization. While including operational and tactical detail that appeals to military
history enthusiasts, this book simultaneously integrates military history into the broader themes of Russian
history and draws comparisons to developments in Europe. The book also challenges old assumptions about
the Russian military. Russian military history cannot be summed up simply in a single stock phrase, whether
perennial incompetence or success only through stolid, stoic defense; it also shows numerous examples of
striking offensive successes.

Stone traces Russia's fascinating military history, and its long struggle to master Western military technology
without Western social and political institutions. It covers the military dimensions of the emergence of
Muscovy, the disastrous reign of Ivan the Terrible, and the subsequent creation of the new Romanov
dynasty. It deals with Russia's emergence as a great power under Peter the Great and culminating in the
defeat of Napoleon. After that triumph, the book argues, Russia's social and economic stagnation
undermined its enormous military power and brought catastrophic defeat in the Crimean War. The book then
covers imperial Russia's long struggle to reform its military machine, with mixed results in the Russo-
Japanese War and World War I. The Russian Revolution created a new Soviet Russia, but this book shows
the continuity across that divide. The Soviet Union's interwar innovations and its harrowing experience in
World War II owed much to imperial Russian precedents. A superpower after the war, the Soviet Union's
military might was purchased at the expense of continuing economic backwardness. Paradoxically, the very
militarization intended to provide security instead destroyed the Soviet Union, leaving a new Russia behind
the West economically. Just as there was a great deal of continuity after 1917, this book demonstrates how
the new Russian military has inherited many of its current problems from its Soviet predecessor. The price
that Russia has paid for its continued existence as a great power, therefore, is the overwhelming
militarization of its society and economy, a situation it continues to struggle with.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Diehl:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific A Military History of
Russia: From Ivan the Terrible to the War in Chechnya to read.

Walter Jones:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of A Military History of Russia: From
Ivan the Terrible to the War in Chechnya book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Marilyn McDermott:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is actually A Military History of Russia: From Ivan the Terrible to the War in
Chechnya. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Carol Stripling:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Military History of Russia: From Ivan the
Terrible to the War in Chechnya was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book A Military History of Russia: From Ivan the Terrible to the War in Chechnya has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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