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Does everyone who joins a local church need to be baptized? What should churches that practice believer's
baptism do about those who were “baptized” as infants? This is a live question for many churches today, and
it raises a host of other crucial questions: What is the meaning and function of baptism? Does baptism have
any inherent relationship to the local church? How do baptism and the Lord’s Supper fit together? What
exactly is “church membership”?
 
To answer the question of whether baptism is required for church membership, Going Public seeks to rebuild
ecclesiological foundations, digging deep into the Bible’s teaching on baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and
church membership. Bobby Jamieson describes how baptism and the Lord’s Supper transform a scattered
group of Christians into a gathered local church. It traces the trajectory of a church’s birth, how gospel
people form a gospel polity.
 
Baptism is where faith goes public. It is the initiating oath-sign of the new covenant. It is the passport of
Christ’s kingdom and a kingdom citizen’s swearing-in. The Lord’s Supper is the renewing oath-sign of the
new covenant, a corporate act of fellowship with Christ that binds the church into one body. Baptism confers
church membership and the Lord’s Supper confirms it. Baptism confers membership; the Lord’s Supper
renews it. So baptism is required for church membership like vows are required for marriage.  
 
After building and summarizing this positive theological case for why baptism is required for church
membership, the book answers objections, poses challenges to the open membership view, and applies this
theological vision to the local church’s practice of baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and church membership.
 
Why is baptism required for church membership? Because church membership is a public affirmation of
someone’s public profession of faith in Christ, and Jesus has appointed baptism as the means by which his
followers publicly profess their faith in him. Why does this question matter? Because removing baptism
from membership erases the line Jesus himself has drawn between the church and the world.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem
or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Going Public: Why Baptism Is Required for
Church Membership.

Anthony Harrison:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Going Public: Why Baptism Is Required
for Church Membership is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Hazel Makowski:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Going Public: Why Baptism Is
Required for Church Membership is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Robert Vargas:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Going Public: Why Baptism Is
Required for Church Membership, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.
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