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Part treatise, part critique, part call to action, Reclaiming Art in the Age of Artifice is a journey into the
uncanny realities revealed to us in the great works of art of the past and present.

Received opinion holds that art is culturally-determined and relative. We are told that whether a picture, a
movement, a text, or sound qualifies as a "work of art" largely depends on social attitudes and convention.
Drawing on examples ranging from Paleolithic cave paintings to modern pop music and building on the
ideas of James Joyce, Oscar Wilde, Gilles Deleuze, Carl Jung, and others, J.F. Martel argues that art is an
inborn human phenomenon that precedes the formation of culture and even society. Art is free of politics and
ideology. Paradoxically, that is what makes it a force of liberation wherever it breaks through the trance of
humdrum existence. Like the act of dreaming, artistic creation is fundamentally mysterious. It is a gift from
beyond the field of the human, and it connects us with realities that, though normally unseen, are crucial
components of a living world.

While holding this to be true of authentic art, the author acknowledges the presence—overwhelming in our
media-saturated age—of a false art that seeks not to liberate but to manipulate and control. Against this anti-
artistic aesthetic force, which finds some of its most virulent manifestations in modern advertising,
propaganda, and pornography, true art represents an effective line of defense. Martel argues that preserving
artistic expression in the face of our contemporary hyper-aestheticism is essential to our own survival.

Art is more than mere ornament or entertainment; it is a way, one leading to what is most profound in us.
Reclaiming Art in the Age of Artifice places art alongside languages and the biosphere as a thing endangered
by the onslaught of predatory capitalism, spectacle culture, and myopic technological progress. The book is
essential reading for visual artists, musicians, writers, actors, dancers, filmmakers, and poets. It will also
interest anyone who has ever been deeply moved by a work of art, and for all who seek a way out of the web
of deception and vampiric diversion that the current world order has woven around us.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lidia Hill:

The book Reclaiming Art in the Age of Artifice: A Treatise, Critique, and Call to Action (Manifesto) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave the good thing like a book Reclaiming Art in the Age of Artifice: A Treatise, Critique, and Call to
Action (Manifesto)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Reclaiming Art in the Age of Artifice: A Treatise, Critique, and Call to Action (Manifesto) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Hester Crutchfield:

Reclaiming Art in the Age of Artifice: A Treatise, Critique, and Call to Action (Manifesto) can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Reclaiming Art in the Age of Artifice: A Treatise, Critique, and Call to Action
(Manifesto) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial pondering.

James Horowitz:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Reclaiming Art in the Age of Artifice: A Treatise, Critique, and Call to Action
(Manifesto) will give you new experience in reading through a book.

John Parish:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Reclaiming Art in the Age of
Artifice: A Treatise, Critique, and Call to Action (Manifesto) is simple bringing you can read it in the park,
in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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