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Contemporary Chinese rural life is placed in sharp theoretical and practical focus in this book. State-of-the-
art techniques and perspectives are combined to take the reader into Xiaocun, a small village on the east bank
of the Dianchi Lake in Kunming City.

In 2003, the author published the book Crime and Punishment: The Story of Xiaocun (1931–1997), which
dealt with disputes, mediation and punishment in the village following the legal anthropology tradition. At
that time, neither the villagers nor the author foresaw the vast changes that were to appear a few years later.
Their main economic activity then was growing vegetables and flowers; urbanisation was tsunami-like in its
speed and impact. Land requisition for urban development was so swift that five years later, in 2008, there
was no farmland left. Instead, there were many landmark real estate and development projects. Xiaocun has
become the centre of an enlarged Kunming City. Observers, including the Xiaocun residents, are
unavoidably shocked at the changes to the physical landscape in the wake of its rapid urbanisation.

This book, Topography of Politics in Rural China: The Story of Xiaocun, reports the author's revisits to the
village starting in early 2007. In the past few years of research on this village, the author deeply felt that the
problems that make people passionate are fully exposed through issues surrounding land and housing. Well
written in narrative, this book tells the story of Xiaocun in this new century from the perspective of
topography, exploring the peasantry and its relations to the state in more fundamental terms.

Contents:

Introduction: "Topography" Beyond Topography●

Water●

Land●

Dwelling●

Conclusion●

An Afterword: "Extended-Case" and Rural Order●

Readership: Undergraduates, graduates, academics and researchers who are interested in urbanization and
related issues in rural China.
Key Features:

A China-based sociologist and anthropologist's deep understanding of contemporary Chinese society,●

grounded in unparalleled immersion in the field
The Chinese edition of the book was awarded a grant by the National Social Science Foundation of China,●

an indicator of high academic value
Well written in narrative, with in-depth analysis on topography and political economy in rural China●
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Henricks:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking
University Series on Sociology and Anthropology). Try to make book Topography of Politics in Rural
China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking University Series on Sociology and Anthropology) as your close friend.
It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Guadalupe Eggleston:

The reserve untitled Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking University Series
on Sociology and Anthropology) is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking University Series on Sociology and
Anthropology) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Archie Beard:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is actually Topography of Politics in Rural China:The Story of Xiaocun (Peking University Series on
Sociology and Anthropology).

Steven Holloway:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
So you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this
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