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Testimony is an invaluable source of knowledge. We rely on the reports of those around us for everything
from the ingredients in our food and medicine to the identity of our family members. Recent years have seen
an explosion of interest in the epistemology of testimony. Despite the multitude of views offered, a single
thesis is nearly universally accepted: testimonial knowledge is acquired through the process of transmission
from speaker to hearer. In this book,
Jennifer Lackey shows that this thesis is false and, hence, that the literature on testimony has been shaped at
its core by a view that is fundamentally misguided. She then defends a detailed alternative to this conception
of testimony: whereas the views currently dominant focus on the epistemic status
of what speakers believe, Lackey advances a theory that instead centers on what speakers say. The upshot is
that, strictly speaking, we do not learn from one another's beliefs - we learn from one another's words. Once
this shift in focus is in place, Lackey goes on to argue that, though positive reasons are necessary for
testimonial knowledge, testimony itself is an irreducible epistemic source. This leads to the development of a
theory that gives proper credence to testimony's
epistemologically dual nature: both the speaker and the hearer must make a positive epistemic contribution to
testimonial knowledge. The resulting view not only reveals that testimony has the capacity to generate
knowledge, but it also gives appropriate weight to our nature as both socially indebted and individually
rational creatures. The approach found in this book will, then, represent a radical departure from the views
currently dominating the epistemology of testimony, and thus is intended to reshape our understanding of the
deep and ubiquitous reliance we have on the testimony of those around us.
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From reader reviews:

Harold McDonough:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Learning from Words: Testimony as a Source of Knowledge.

Joseph Jackson:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Learning from Words: Testimony as a Source of
Knowledge can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Houston Boynton:

This Learning from Words: Testimony as a Source of Knowledge is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Learning from Words: Testimony as a Source of Knowledge in your hand like obtaining
the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Christopher Burnham:

Beside this Learning from Words: Testimony as a Source of Knowledge in your phone, it may give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Learning from Words: Testimony as a Source of Knowledge because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what



it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book
and read it from now!
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