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The heart is the most symbolic organ of the human body. Across cultures it is seen as the site of emotions, as
well as the origin of life. We feel emotions in the heart, from the heart-stopping sensation of romantic love to
the crushing sensation of despair.

And yet since the nineteenth century the heart has been redefined in medical terms as a pump, an organ
responsible for the circulation of the blood. Emotions have been removed from the heart as an active site of
influence and towards the brain. It is the brain that is the organ most commonly associated with emotion in
the modern West.

So why, then, do the emotional meanings of the heart linger? Why do many transplantation patients believe
that the heart, for instance, can transmit memories and emotions and why do we still refer to emotions as
'heartfelt'?

We cannot answer these questions without reference to the history of the heart as both physical organ and
emotional symbol. Matters of the Heart traces the ways emotions have been understood between the
seventeenth and nineteenth centuries as both physical entities and spiritual experiences. With reference to
historical interpretations of such key concepts as gender, emotion, subjectivity and the self, it also addresses
the shifting relationship from heart to brain as competing centres of
emotion in the West..
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Gregg:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion.

Charles Steen:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and important the book Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and
Emotion. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

David Blunt:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion book
is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer of Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion content conveys thinking easily to understand
by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by
means of it. So , do you even now thinking Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lillian Vaughn:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Matters of the Heart: History, Medicine, and Emotion as your daily
resource information.
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