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This book scrutinizes recent work in phonological theory from the perspective of Chomskyan generative
linguistics and argues that progress in the field depends on taking seriously the idea that phonology is best
studied as a mental computational system derived from an innate base, phonological Universal Grammar.
Two simple problems of phonological analysis provide a frame for a variety of topics throughout the book.
The competence-performance distinction and markedness theory are both addressed in some detail,
especially with reference to phonological acquisition. Several aspects of Optimality Theory, including the
use of Output-Output Correspondence, functionalist argumentation and dependence on typological
justification are critiqued. The authors draw on their expertise in historical linguistics to argue that
diachronic evidence is often mis-used to bolster phonological arguments, and they present a vision of the
proper use of such evidence. Issues of general interest for cognitive scientists, such as whether categories are
discrete and whether mental computation is probabilistic are also addressed. The book ends with concrete
proposals to guide future phonological research.

The breadth and depth of the discussion, ranging from details of current analyses to the philosophical
underpinnings of linguistic science, is presented in a direct style with as little recourse to technical language
as possible.
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From reader reviews:

Connie King:

The book The Phonological Enterprise (Oxford Linguistics) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book The
Phonological Enterprise (Oxford Linguistics) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
start and read a e-book The Phonological Enterprise (Oxford Linguistics). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Robert Thomas:

This The Phonological Enterprise (Oxford Linguistics) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Phonological Enterprise (Oxford Linguistics) can be
on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that
this The Phonological Enterprise (Oxford Linguistics) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Helen Williams:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is The Phonological Enterprise (Oxford Linguistics) this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Mark Guerrero:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books
in the top listing in your reading list will be The Phonological Enterprise (Oxford Linguistics). This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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