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In eighteenth-century England, the law surrounding vagrancy was complicated, and practice stood in
complex relationship to law. Drawing on extensive archival research and in-depth study of both statute law
and local administrative records, this book examines the complexities of vagrancy law and the realities of its
practice during the long eighteenth century. It shows how settlement law and poor law provision failed to
address both the changing demographic situation and the impact of wars, leaving significant numbers
without support. Focusing on the 1744 Vagrant Act, the study traces how and why the law evolved, from
1700 when vagrancy was first made a county charge, and what changes followed in the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries. It explores how vagrancy law was used and to what effect, how it was extended
and adapted to plug gaps in both poor law provision and in dealing with petty crime not covered by statute
law, and how law and practice intersected with social reality. Using the Quarter Sessions records of six
counties: Westmorland, Cambridgeshire, Dorset, Hampshire, Lancashire and Middlesex, the book is able to
give the first account of vagrancy law in provincial England, rather than focusing on metropolitan areas, thus
also demonstrating the tensions between parishes, justices and counties over the use of law and its financial
impact. By detailed reference to cases of individual vagrants, the book also shows what sorts of people were
dealt with under vagrancy law, what happened to them, and how and why the justices discriminated between
the unfortunate and the criminal elements among them. This analysis reveals the principal causes of the
vagrancy problems and the misfit between the law and social reality, with particular emphasis on the impact
of wars and immigration from Ireland and Scotland. As the first full-length study of vagrancy law and
practice in the eighteenth century, this book will constitute an essential item in any collection of books on the
old poor law.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Berg:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the Old Poor Law. Try
to the actual book Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the Old Poor Law as your buddy. It means that it can
to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

John Bullen:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Vagrancy in Law and Practice
under the Old Poor Law? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other
opinion?

Mike Jones:

The book untitled Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the Old Poor Law contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The
author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Nancy Page:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the Old Poor Law we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Vagrancy in Law and Practice under the
Old Poor Law. You can more desirable than now.
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