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For all of the continuity of African-American history, including the long history of struggle, the years
between 1945 and 1970 represented a new moment. It was a time of new possibilities and new vision, a time
when black Americans were determined to be the architects of an inclusive America that championed human
rights for all. In We Changed the World, Vincent Harding, himself a participant in the Southern freedom
movement, documents what was perhaps the most critical chapter in African-American history, the fight for
civil and human rights.
In the streets and in the courts, a new generation of black activists--including Rosa Parks, Martin Luther
King, Jr., Malcolm X, writers James Baldwin and Ralph Ellison, and baseball legend Jackie Robinson--
forced the federal government to admit that segregation was wrong and must be remedied. Their efforts paid
off. In the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision, the Supreme Court overturned Plessy v. Ferguson,
the 1896 decision upholding legal segregation. Americans could no longer easily avoid the implications of
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s central message: "If democracy is to live segregation must die." By 1964, African
Americans had much to be optimistic about. Protests in Birmingham and Mississippi and the much
publicized murders of civil rights activists forced Congress to pass the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which
outlawed segregation in public accommodations of every kind throughout the country.
The civil rights movement freed all African Americans to move beyond protest and to take charge
themselves. The Black Power movement, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the urban rebellions--all
contributed to the transformation of American politics and the role of black Americans in the life of the
nation. African Americans did indeed change the world, but only after a long struggle that began when the
first Africans arrived in this country. It is a struggle that continues to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Stclair:

This book untitled We Changed the World: African Americans 1945-1970 (The Young Oxford History of
African Americans) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in
the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this reserve from your list.

Jodi Harper:

Often the book We Changed the World: African Americans 1945-1970 (The Young Oxford History of
African Americans) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The
book We Changed the World: African Americans 1945-1970 (The Young Oxford History of African
Americans) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can easier to read the book.

Nicholas Valles:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is We Changed the World: African Americans 1945-1970 (The Young Oxford History of African
Americans).

Debra Brunette:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this We Changed the World: African Americans
1945-1970 (The Young Oxford History of African Americans) publication written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
you still question We Changed the World: African Americans 1945-1970 (The Young Oxford History of
African Americans) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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