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"Willa Cather wrote that ‘the history of every country begins in the heart of a man or a woman.’ This is the
story of the heart—and of the mind—and the conflicts within. It is the country’s story. It is our
story.”—James C. Klotter, Director and State Historian, Kentucky Historical Society“Lindsey Apple
splendidly reconstructs the life of a woman who was at once ordinary and exceptional. His biography is
certain to inform, engage, and challenge.”—Thomas H. Appleton, Jr., editor of The Register of the Kentucky
Historical Society“This well written and meticulously documented biography is a case study of how regional
heritage, family, and self can combine to restrict the talent and success of an individual. A hostage to the
past, Sawitzky epitomizes the American ‘every woman,’ who struggles, compromises, and survives.”—Carol
Crowe-Carraco, Western Kentucky University“Cautious Rebel, based upon extensive research in the Susan
Clay Sawitzky papers as well as other Clay family papers, will be a significant contribution to historical and
literary scholarship and should have an appeal to historians and specialists in American literature—especially
those with an interest in poetry.”—Nancy Forderhase, Eastern Kentucky UniversitySusan Clay Sawitzky
(1897-1981) was born into a traditional Kentucky family dominated by the lingering renown of its patriarch
and Susan’s great-grandfather, Henry Clay. Family and community expected Susan to take her place on the
pedestal of Southern womanhood, but Susan reached maturity at the height of the first women’s movement
and heard the promises of that movement. In the late 1920s she attempted to live independently, the startled
everyone by eloping and moving to New York City with William Sawitzky, a divorced Russian emigré.For
sixty years Susan Clay Sawitzky struggled against the values assimilated in her youth, ideals shared by her
Old World husband and American society in general. She wrote poignantly about confinement and freedom
in the privacy of her study and published a small amount of poetry and art history. But she was not an
exceptional woman; she could not take the risks necessary to achieve the degree of success she coveted. The
detailed record she left reveals the forces, both subtle and complex, that compromised her dreams and
accomplishments. Lindsey Apple employs nearly seventy years of Susan Clay Sawitzky’s personal letters
and poetry to reconstruct the world of a woman seeking modernity with “the millstone of tradition” upon her
shoulders.Women’s studies has been inclined, unintentionally, to create a new elite. Historians have
preferred to emphasize progress, particularly when created by women themselves, and biographers have
chosen strong, successful women. But the vast majority of women were not activists. Susan Clay Sawitzky’s
life shows that tradition and modernity can and did exist simultaneously, creating tremendous complexity in
the lives of individuals. Her experiences suggest that compromise may result as much from fatigue as from
lack of desire or courage.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Key:

The book Cautious Rebel: A Biography of Susan Clay Smitzky give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Cautious
Rebel: A Biography of Susan Clay Smitzky to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Cautious Rebel: A Biography of Susan Clay Smitzky.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Jean Spence:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Cautious Rebel: A Biography of Susan Clay Smitzky as the daily
resource information.

Henry Evans:

The guide untitled Cautious Rebel: A Biography of Susan Clay Smitzky is the e-book that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Cautious Rebel: A Biography of Susan Clay Smitzky from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Richard Rodriguez:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list will be Cautious Rebel: A Biography of Susan Clay Smitzky. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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