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Henry Venn, secretary of the London-based Church Missionary Society from 1840 to 1872, coined the term
euthanasia of a mission to describe the vital process whereby a foreign mission becomes progressively
indigenous and independent. His vision of church autonomy was first implemented in Sierra Leone, and the
author examines this experiment in detail to uncover the nature of early efforts at constructing an African
Christian identity separate from foreign influence and control. Through a detailed analysis of the crises and
controversies evoked by African interpretation and appropriation of Venn's vision, the author illustrates the
complex interaction of foreign missionary action, indigenous Christian response, and socioeconomic factors
in the problematic transition from mission to national church.

Venn's ideas had far-reaching influence on the growth of African nationalism, political consciousness, and
nation-building. His experiment led to local efforts to merge with the foreign missionary efforts and to an
eventual takeover of leadership and mission responsibilities by native Africans. Hanciles chronicles the
initial missionary efforts in Sierra Leone, the growth of the mission, the problems that arose, and the
emergence of Ethiopianism, a movement which promoted the idea of African nationalism. The book argues
that in the West African region, at least, Venn's experiment precipitated some of the most profound
ecclesiastical crises of the 19th century and unleashed powerful forces of change that continue to this day.
By focusing on the African factor in the intensely problematic transition from mission to national church,
this work contributes to the ongoing reappraisal of the significance of African Christianity as a major stream
of Christian history.
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From reader reviews:

Kate Word:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Euthanasia of a Mission: African Church
Autonomy in a Colonial Context is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jose Gould:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Euthanasia of a Mission: African Church Autonomy in a Colonial Context your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get before. The Euthanasia of a Mission: African Church Autonomy in a Colonial
Context giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data
for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

James Stevens:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn.
Euthanasia of a Mission: African Church Autonomy in a Colonial Context can be your answer as it can be
read by you who have those short time problems.

Isaiah Owens:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Euthanasia of a Mission: African Church Autonomy in a Colonial Context was
filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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