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During the Soviet Union's Great Patriotic War, from 1941 to 1945, as many as 24 million of its citizens died.
14 million were children ages fourteen or younger. And for those who survived, the suffering was far from
over. The prewar Stalinist vision of a "happy childhood" nurtured by a paternal, loving state had given way,
out of necessity. What replaced it—the dictate that children be prepared to sacrifice everything, including
childhood itself—created a generation all too familiar with deprivation, violence, and death. The experience
of these children, and the role of the state in shaping their narrative, are the subject of this book, which fills
in a critical but neglected chapter in the Soviet story and in the history of World War II.

In Sacrificing Childhood, Julie deGraffenried chronicles the lives of the Soviet wartime children and the uses
to which they were put—not just as combatants or workers in factories and collective farms, but also as
fodder for propaganda, their plight a proof of the enemy's depredations. Not all Soviet children lived through
the war in the same way; but in the circumstances of a child in occupied Belarus or in the Leningrad
blockade, a young deportee in Siberia or evacuee in Uzbekistan, deGraffenried finds common threads that
distinguish the child's experience of war from the adult's. The state's expectations, however, were the same
for all children, as we see here in children's mass media and literature and the communications of party
organizations and institutions, most notably the Young Pioneers, whose relentless wartime activities made
them ideal for the purposes of propaganda.

The first in-depth study of where Soviet children fit into the history of the war, Sacrificing Childhood also
offers an unprecedented view of the state's changing expectations for its children, and how this figured in the
nature and direction of post-war Soviet society.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

The book Sacrificing Childhood: Children and the Soviet State in the Great Patriotic War (Modern War
Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the best thing like a book Sacrificing Childhood: Children and the Soviet State in the Great Patriotic War
(Modern War Studies)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Sacrificing Childhood: Children and the Soviet State in the Great Patriotic War (Modern War Studies) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Marie Guinn:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Sacrificing
Childhood: Children and the Soviet State in the Great Patriotic War (Modern War Studies) book since this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Mildred Lucas:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Sacrificing Childhood: Children and the Soviet State
in the Great Patriotic War (Modern War Studies) as your daily resource information.

Kent Moore:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Sacrificing Childhood:
Children and the Soviet State in the Great Patriotic War (Modern War Studies) is simple to deliver you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically
the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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