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From 1897 to 1917 the red-light district of Storyville commercialized and even thrived on New Orleans's
longstanding reputation for sin and sexual excess. This notorious neighborhood, located just outside of the
French Quarter, hosted a diverse cast of characters who reflected the cultural milieu and complex social
structure of turn-of-the-century New Orleans, a city infamous for both prostitution and interracial intimacy.
In particular, Lulu White -- a mixed-race prostitute and madam -- created an image of herself and marketed it
profitably to sell sex with light-skinned women to white men of means. In Spectacular Wickedness, Emily
Epstein Landau examines the social history of this famed district within the cultural context of developing
racial, sexual, and gender ideologies and practices.

Storyville's founding was envisioned as a reform measure, an effort by the city's business elite to curb and
contain prostitution -- namely, to segregate it. In 1890, the Louisiana legislature passed the Separate Car Act,
which, when challenged by New Orleans's Creoles of color, led to the landmark Plessy v. Ferguson decision
in 1896, constitutionally sanctioning the enactment of "separate but equal” laws. The concurrent partitioning
of both prostitutes and blacks worked only to reinforce Storyville's libidinous license and turned sex across
the color line into a more lucrative commodity.

By looking at prostitution through the lens of patriarchy and demonstrating how gendered racial ideologies
proved crucial to the remaking of southern society in the aftermath of the Civil War, Landau reveals how
Storyville's salacious and eccentric subculture played a significant role in the way New Orleans constructed
itself during the New South era.
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From reader reviews:
Kay Young:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read any book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent 24 hours aday to reading a guide. The book Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in
Storyville, New Orleansit is quite good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the e-book. Y ou can mOore ssimply to read this book out of your smart phone. The priceis not very costly but
this book has high quality.

Nicole Williams:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Spectacular
Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So, for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick
Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans become your personal starter.

Douglas Gibson:

Isit anindividual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and
Memory in Storyville, New Orleans can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Richard Mason:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
haveit in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Spectacular Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in
Storyville, New Orleans can give you alot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Spectacular
Wickedness: Sex, Race, and Memory in Storyville, New Orleans.
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