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The episode of the opportunistic valet of Britain's ambassador to neutral Turkey during World War
II?dubbed Cicero for the eloquence of the top-secret material he appropriated from his employer Sir Hughe
Knatchbull-Hugessen and sold to the Nazis?is a staple of intelligence lore. Yet this remarkable and
sometimes comical story has often been recounted with little regard for the facts, most prominently in the
popular film Five Fingers. Now, historian and former intelligence officer Richard Wires presents the first
full and objective account of the Cicero spy episode, offering closure to past discrepancies and credible
solutions to remaining mysteries. Copiously documented, The Cicero Spy Affair provides readers with the
true chronology of events and places them in an international context. It is a story set in the hotbed of
intrigue that was wartime Turkey, replete with a dramatic car chase, a series of colorful mistresses ever loyal
to their lover the spy, and an old-school British ambassador whose documents are photographed at night as
he plays the piano in the drawing room and/or slips into a sleeping pill-induced slumber.

Despite the affair's amusing aspects, it is also a sobering tale in which there are no winners and from which
there are serious lessons to be learned. Germany never made use of the highly sensitive British documents it
obtained during this crucial four-month period of the war because the handling of the information was caught
up in a bitter and wasteful personal rivalry between Ribbentrop and Schellenberg. It was sheer luck for the
British that their war effort did not sustain any significant damage. For, while the book states definitively that
security regarding the Allied invasion of Normandy was not breached in the Cicero affair, Germany did gain
a potential advantage concerning campaigns in the Aegean and the Balkans. This embarrassed the British
greatly, especially since Cicero walked away a free man. However, the greedy valet?the most highly paid spy
in history at that time?did not achieve his goals, either; he discovered some years later that the British
banknotes he insisted on as payment were counterfeited by the Germans as part of a larger counterfeiting
project. Cicero died a desperate man, deeply in debt?a fitting anticlimax for an espionage episode resulting in
neither bodily injury nor strategic impact, but in humiliation on all sides.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Carter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Cicero Spy Affair: German Access to British Secrets
in World War II (Perspectives on Intelligence History). Try to the actual book The Cicero Spy Affair:
German Access to British Secrets in World War II (Perspectives on Intelligence History) as your pal. It
means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with
this book.

Clark Palumbo:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Cicero Spy Affair: German
Access to British Secrets in World War II (Perspectives on Intelligence History). All type of book is it
possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Marjorie Ishee:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Cicero Spy Affair: German
Access to British Secrets in World War II (Perspectives on Intelligence History) to read.

Patrice Lach:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is actually The Cicero Spy Affair: German Access to British Secrets in World War II (Perspectives on
Intelligence History).
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