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Is all human behavior based on self-interest? Many social and biological theories would argue so, but such a
perspective does not explain the many truly heroic acts committed by people willing to risk their lives to help
others. In The Heart of Altruism, Kristen Renwick Monroe boldly lays the groundwork for a social theory
receptive to altruism by examining the experiences described by altruists themselves: from Otto, a German
businessman who rescued over a hundred Jews in Nazi Germany, to Lucille, a newspaper poetry editor, who,
armed with her cane, saved a young girl who was being raped. Monroe's honest and moving interviews with
these little-known heroes enable her to explore the causes of altruism and the differences between altruists
and other people. By delineating an overarching perspective of humanity shared by altruists, Monroe
demonstrates how social theories may begin to account for altruism and debunks the notions of scientific
inevitability that stem from an overemphasis on self-interest.

As Monroe has discovered, the financial and religious backgrounds of altruists vary greatly--as do their
views on issues such as welfare, civil rights, and morality. Altruists do, however, share a certain way of
looking at the world: where the rest of us see a stranger, altruists see a fellow human being. It is this
perspective that many social theories overlook. Monroe restores altruism to a general theory of ethical
political behavior. She argues that to understand what makes one person act out of concern for others and not
the self, we need to ask how that individual's perspective sets the range of options he or she finds available.
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Davis:

This book untitled The Heart of Altruism: Perceptions of a Common Humanity to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Betty Giuliani:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Heart of Altruism: Perceptions of a Common Humanity can be great
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Bruce Crawford:

This The Heart of Altruism: Perceptions of a Common Humanity is great book for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Heart of Altruism: Perceptions of a Common Humanity in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or
fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Cleora Yarbro:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Heart of Altruism: Perceptions of a Common
Humanity was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Heart of Altruism:
Perceptions of a Common Humanity has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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