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At the turn of the twenty-first century, American media abound with images and narratives of bodily
transformations. Transforming Bodies investigates how these representations have become key sites for the
negotiation of power. Focusing on the representations of 'extreme' forms of somatic transformations,
particularly cosmetic surgery, this book examines iconic popular cultural texts from diverse media and
genres. The reality TV show The Swan, the TV drama series Nip/Tuck, Chuck Palahniuk's (post-)postmodern
novels Invisible Monsters and Invisible Monsters Remix, and Scott Westerfeld's young adult fiction series
Uglies are read as expressions of the heterogeneous biopolitical discourses that are articulated in the
American mediascape. In contemporary American culture, representations of body transformations are often
part of a makeover paradigm that presents bodies as 'beautiful,' 'individual' and 'improved' if they adhere to
normative constructions of gender, sexuality, class, race/ethnicity, and able-bodiedness. However,
Transforming Bodies demonstrates that a number of popular cultural texts take up narrative structures,
representational strategies and ideological underpinnings of makeover culture in order to re-write them.
These texts link makeovers to images, practices, and narratives of monstrosity and thereby challenge cultural
norms. At the crossroads of American, cultural, literary, media, gender, queer, disability and governmentality
studies, the book presents a timely intervention into critical debates on body transformations and
contemporary makeover culture.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Crawford:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Transforming Bodies:
Makeovers and Monstrosities in American Culture is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Penny Laughlin:

This Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and Monstrosities in American Culture is brand-new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this
Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and Monstrosities in American Culture can be the light food in your case
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Dexter Forsyth:

You may get this Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and Monstrosities in American Culture by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.

Earl Quintana:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and
Monstrosities in American Culture was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Transforming Bodies: Makeovers and Monstrosities in American Culture has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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