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Long Division includes two distinct but tightly interwoven stories--one called "All Things Considered," the
other "Long Division." In thefirgt, it's March 2012: 14-year-old Citoyen "City" Coldson and his nemesis,
LaVander Peeler, become the first black male duo to win the state of Mississippi's“Can Y ou Use This Word
in a Sentence” contest finals. Both boys are asked to represent Mississippi at the televised national
competition. (Hours before the contest begins, City is given abook without an author called "Long
Division.") Turmoil and misunderstanding ensue, as City and LaVander learn they have reason to doubt the
merit of their presence at the contest. “They want usto win,” City saysto LaVander moments before the
contest starts. After being assigned, and then misusing, the word “niggardly” in the first round of the contest,
City has aremarkable on-stage meltdown in front of anational television audience. LaVander, on the other
hand, though incredibly shaken, advances to the finals and has the chance to win the contest.

The day after the contest, City is sent to spend the weekend with his grandmother in the small coastal
community of Melahatchie, which is aso the site of the mysterious disappearance of girl named Baize
Shephard. Baize Shephard a so happens to be one of the main characters in the book "Long Division," which
City has been dipping into throughout the story. While in Melahatchie, City's troubled Uncle Relle reveals
that City has become an overnight Y ouTube celebrity thanks to his on-stage meltdown, and that heis being
sought to appear on a new television show called "Y outube's

Black Reality All Stars." City is alternately celebrated and ridiculed by the white and black residents of
Melahatchie as aresult of his performance at the contest, even as he delves deeper into "Long Division" and
its story of the missing Baize Shephard.

When the neighborhood is convinced that a white man nicknamed Pot-Belly has assaulted Baize and done
away with her body, they beat the man to death...or so City thinks, until he finds the man alive, chained up in
aworkshed in the back yard of his grandmother’ s house. City visits the imprisoned white man four times
during the course of his weekend--reading to him from "Long Division," asking him questions he's always
wanted to ask white people, and promising to save him if he survives his own baptism, which his
grandmother has engineered during City's visit. When LaVander appears, he and City must reluctantly work
together again, thistime to save the life of the white man chained in the workshed--and quite possibly the life
of City’s grandmother, too.

There's something else that City finds especially interesting about "L ong Division," besides the story of
Baize: another main character in the book is aso named City Coldson--except this City Coldson, who lives
in Melahatchie, is 14 in 1985. This City will do anything to make Shalaya Crump love him--including
traveling 26 yearsinto the future (viaatime portal they find in the woods) to steal alaptop and cellphone
from a girl--a mysterious teenaged rapper named Baize Shephard, who lost her parents in Hurricane Katrina

The following day, Shalaya and City meet another worn down time-traveler, this one from 1964, a boy
named "Jewish" Evan Altshuler. Evan is desperate to protect his family against the Klu Klux Klan during
Freedom Summer. He convinces Shalaya that he can help her find her parents and her future self if she
brings the laptop computer back to 1964 and does him afavor.

Unexpectedly, City and Shalaya become separated, with Shalaya stuck in 1964 and City stuck in 2012. In
their wanderings back and forward through time, much is revealed about City’ s relationship with Baize, and



about segregation, Freedom Summer, the destruction wrought by Hurricane Katrina and the Gulf Qil spill,
and the limits of technology and love. Long Division is a Twain-esque exploration of celebrity, authorship,
racialized terror, neo-liberalism, religion, and coming of age in Post-K atrina Mississippi.
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From reader reviews:
Gregory Holloman:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
correct. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this kind of Long Division to read.

Alonzo Stark:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guysthiskind of aren't like that. This Long Division book is readable by you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without |eaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Long Division content
conveysthe idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different asit. So, do you continue to thinking Long Division is not loveable to be your
top list reading book?

Wendy Hartnett:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Long Division is simple to create you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual
book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Louella Rape:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Long Division can give you alot of friends because by
you taking alook at this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So
, why hesitate? Let us have Long Division.
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