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Originally published in 1957, this classic work has guided generations of scholars through the arcane
mysteries of medieval political theology. Throughout history, the notion of two bodies has permitted the post
mortem continuity of monarch and monarchy, as epitomized by the statement, "The king is dead. Long live
the king." In The King's Two Bodies, Ernst Kantorowicz traces the historical problem posed by the "King's
two bodies"--the body natural and the body politic--back to the Middle Ages and demonstrates, by placing
the concept in its proper setting of medieval thought and political theory, how the early-modern Western
monarchies gradually began to develop a "political theology."

The king's natural body has physical attributes, suffers, and dies, naturally, as do all humans; but the king's
other body, the spiritual body, transcends the earthly and serves as a symbol of his office as majesty with the
divine right to rule. The notion of the two bodies allowed for the continuity of monarchy even when the
monarch died, as summed up in the formulation "The king is dead. Long live the king."

Bringing together liturgical works, images, and polemical material, The King's Two Bodies explores the long
Christian past behind this "political theology." It provides a subtle history of how commonwealths developed
symbolic means for establishing their sovereignty and, with such means, began to establish early forms of
the nation-state.

Kantorowicz fled Nazi Germany in 1938, after refusing to sign a Nazi loyalty oath, and settled in the United
States. While teaching at the University of California, Berkeley, he once again refused to sign an oath of
allegiance, this one designed to identify Communist Party sympathizers. He resigned as a result of the
controversy and moved to the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, where he remained for the rest of
his life, and where he wrote The King's Two Bodies.

Featuring a new introduction, The King’s Two Bodies is a subtle history of how commonwealths developed
symbolic means for establishing their sovereignty and, with such means, began to establish early forms of
the nation-state.
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From reader reviews:

Jim Moffett:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The King's Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval
Political Theology (Princeton Classics). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important some sort of book The King's Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval Political
Theology (Princeton Classics). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Shirley Daniels:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This The King's Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval Political Theology (Princeton
Classics) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer of The King's Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval Political Theology (Princeton Classics)
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The King's Two Bodies: A Study in
Medieval Political Theology (Princeton Classics) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Alva Sexton:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The King's Two Bodies: A Study in
Medieval Political Theology (Princeton Classics) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Margaret Ochoa:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The
King's Two Bodies: A Study in Medieval Political Theology (Princeton Classics).
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