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Honorable Mention for the 2008 Robert Park Outstanding Book Award given by the ASA’s
Community and Urban Sociology Section

Mardi Gras, jazz, voodoo, gumbo, Bourbon Street, the French Quarter—all evoke that place that is unlike
any other: New Orleans. In Authentic New Orleans, Kevin Fox Gotham explains how New Orleans became
a tourist town, a spectacular locale known as much for its excesses as for its quirky Southern charm.

Gotham begins in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina amid the whirlwind of speculation about the rebuilding
of the city and the dread of outsiders wiping New Orleans clean of the grit that made it great. He continues
with the origins of Carnival and the Mardi Gras celebration in the nineteenth century, showing how, through
careful planning and promotion, the city constructed itself as a major tourist attraction. By examining various
image-building campaigns and promotional strategies to disseminate a palatable image of New Orleans on a
national scale Gotham ultimately establishes New Orleans as one of the originators of the mass tourism
industry—which linked leisure to travel, promoted international expositions, and developed the concept of
pleasure travel.

Gotham shows how New Orleans was able to become one of the most popular tourist attractions in the
United States, especially through the transformation of Mardi Gras into a national, even international, event.
All the while Gotham is concerned with showing the difference between tourism from above and tourism
from below—that is, how New Orleans’ distinctiveness is both maximized, some might say exploited, to
serve the global economy of tourism as well as how local groups and individuals use tourism to preserve and
anchor longstanding communal traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Authentic New Orleans: Tourism, Culture, and Race in the Big
Easy.

Randy Scott:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Authentic New Orleans: Tourism, Culture, and Race in the Big Easy book is
readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding Authentic New Orleans: Tourism, Culture, and Race in the Big Easy content conveys thinking
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Authentic New Orleans: Tourism, Culture, and Race
in the Big Easy is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Harry Blalock:

Beside that Authentic New Orleans: Tourism, Culture, and Race in the Big Easy in your phone, it could give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Authentic New Orleans: Tourism, Culture, and Race in the Big Easy because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it
from today!

Beverly Rosa:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Authentic New Orleans: Tourism, Culture, and Race in the Big Easy was filled
about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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