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Before the First Opium War (1839–1842), China had control over the terms of its relationship with Western
powers, refusing to grant foreigners extraterritorial privileges or sign international treaties fully recognizing
their political status. This dynamic has been largely overlooked in prior studies that emphasize China’s
semicolonial vulnerability after the First Opium War, but it has important implications for the attitudes and
policies that have dominated Sino-Western relations over the past three centuries. Li Chen draws a richly
textured portrait of Sino-Western relations during the century before 1843. Focusing on the role of law in
Sino-Western encounters, Chen brings fresh insight to the legal disputes, cultural borrowings, and heated
negotiations over imperial interests and sovereignty that profoundly shaped Sino-Western conduct in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Western empires endured numerous contradictions, humiliations, and
anxieties while maintaining a profitable relationship with the Chinese. This book captures the cultural impact
of the ever-shifting balance of economic and political power on the self-imagination of Euroamerican and
Chinese actors in their contact zones and beyond. In a narrative populated with Manchu governors, Dutch
merchants, American missionaries, Russian Sinologists, French philosophers, Portuguese settlers, and British
politicians, Chen investigates the forces that created, contested, and normalized imperial ideology, national
sovereignty, cultural tradition, and international order in a critical era. His findings contribute to recent
debates on liberalism, humanism, sentimental imperialism, Orientalism, international law, and identity
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Kyle Coffman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural
Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University). Try to face the book
Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead
East Asian Institute, Columbia University) as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Francis Mason:

The feeling that you get from Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) will be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to be aware of but Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural
Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes:
Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia
University) instantly.

John Champlin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you personally is Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies
of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) this book consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.



Clarissa Holland:

This Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) is new way for you who has interest to look for
some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes:
Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia
University) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get through
anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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