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At the end of the Civil War, Union general William Tecumseh Sherman was surprisingly more popular in the
newly defeated South than he was in the North. Yet, only thirty years later, his name was synonymous with
evil and destruction in the South, particularly as the creator and enactor of the “total war” policy. In Demon
of the Lost Cause, Wesley Moody examines these perplexing contradictions and how they and others
function in past and present myths about Sherman.

            Throughout this fascinating study of Sherman’s reputation, from his first public servant role as the
major general for the state of California until his death in 1891, Moody explores why Sherman remains one
of the most controversial figures in American history. Using contemporary newspaper accounts, Sherman’s
letters and memoirs, as well as biographies of Sherman and histories of his times, Moody reveals that
Sherman’s shifting reputation was formed by whoever controlled the message, whether it was the Lost Cause
historians of the South, Sherman’s enemies in the North, or Sherman himself.

With his famous “March to the Sea” in Georgia, the general became known for inventing a brutal warfare
where the conflict is brought to the civilian population. In fact, many of Sherman’s actions were official
tactics to be employed when dealing with guerrilla forces, yet Sherman never put an end to the talk of his
innovative tactics and even added to the stories himself. Sherman knew he had enemies in the Union army
and within the Republican elite who could and would jeopardize his position for their own gain. In fact, these
were the same people who spread the word that Sherman was a Southern sympathizer following the war,
helping to place the general in the South’s good graces. That all changed, however, when the Lost Cause
historians began formulating revisions to the Civil War, as Sherman’s actions were the perfect explanation
for why the South had lost.

 Demon of the Lost Cause reveals the machinations behind the Sherman myth and the reasons behind the
acceptance of such myths, no matter who invented them. In the case of Sherman’s own mythmaking, Moody
postulates that his motivation was to secure a military position to support his wife and children. For the other
Sherman mythmakers, personal or political gain was typically the rationale behind the stories they told and
believed.  In tracing Sherman’s ever-changing reputation, Moody sheds light on current and past
understanding of the Civil War through the lens of one of its most controversial figures.
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From reader reviews:

Charles English:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Demon of the Lost Cause: Sherman and Civil War History (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY), it
is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a guide.

Jaclyn Davis:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here
is look different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book Demon of the Lost Cause: Sherman and Civil
War History (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing
this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone.
The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Amos Curley:

The book untitled Demon of the Lost Cause: Sherman and Civil War History (SHADES OF BLUE &
GRAY) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice read.

Allen Grimm:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see



colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Demon of the Lost Cause: Sherman and Civil War History
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) can make you feel more interested to read.
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