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The study of pilgrimage often centres itself around miracles and spontaneous populist activities. While some
of these activities and stories may play an important role in the emergence of potential pilgrimage sites and
in helping create wider interest in them, this book demonstrates that the dynamics of the marketplace,
including marketing and promotional activities by priests and secular interest groups, create the very
consumerist markets through which pilgrimages become established and successful – and through which the
‘sacred’ as a category can be sustained.

By drawing on examples from several contexts, including Japan, India, China, Vietnam, Europe, and the
Muslim world, author Ian Reader evaluates how pilgrimages may be invented, shaped, and promoted by
various interest groups. In so doing he draws attention to the competitive nature of the pilgrimage market,
revealing that there are rivalries, borrowed ideas, and alliances with commercial and civil agencies to
promote pilgrimages. The importance of consumerism is demonstrated, both in terms of consumer
goods/souvenirs and pilgrimage site selection, rather than the usual depictions of consumerism as tawdry
disjunctions on the ‘sacred.’ As such this book reorients studies of pilgrimage by highlighting not just the
pilgrims who so often dominate the literature, but also the various other interest groups and agencies without
whom pilgrimage as a phenomenon would not exist.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Riley:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Pilgrimage in the Marketplace
(Routledge Studies in Pilgrimage, Religious Travel and Tourism) will make you to be smarter. You can feel
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading the
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book
or ideal book with you?

Lyman Johnson:

This Pilgrimage in the Marketplace (Routledge Studies in Pilgrimage, Religious Travel and Tourism) book is
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Pilgrimage in the Marketplace (Routledge
Studies in Pilgrimage, Religious Travel and Tourism) without we know teach the one who examining it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Pilgrimage in the Marketplace
(Routledge Studies in Pilgrimage, Religious Travel and Tourism) can bring when you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone.
This Pilgrimage in the Marketplace (Routledge Studies in Pilgrimage, Religious Travel and Tourism) having
good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Neil Nilsson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find book that need more time to be learn. Pilgrimage in the Marketplace (Routledge Studies in
Pilgrimage, Religious Travel and Tourism) can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who
have those short time problems.

William Brown:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pilgrimage in the Marketplace (Routledge
Studies in Pilgrimage, Religious Travel and Tourism) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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