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Practicing Scripture is an original and detailed history of one of the most successful religious movements of
late imperial China, the Non-Action Teachings, or Wuweijiao, from its beginnings in the late sixteenth
century in the prefectures of southern Zhejiang to the middle of the twentieth century, when communist
repression dealt it a crippling blow. Uncovering important data on its beliefs and practices, Barend ter Haar
paints a wholly new picture of the group, which, despite its Daoist-sounding name, was a deeply devout lay
Buddhist movement whose adherents rejected the worship of statues and ancestors while venerating the
writings of Patriarch Luo (fl. early sixteenth century), a soldier-turned-lay-Buddhist. The texts, written in
vernacular Chinese and known as the Five Books in Six Volumes, mix personal experiences, religious views,
and a wealth of quotations from the Buddhist canon.

Ter Haar convincingly demonstrates that the Non-Action Teachings was not messianic or millenarian in
orientation and had nothing to do with other new religious groups and networks traditionally labelled as
White Lotus Teachings. It combined Chan and Pure Land practices with a strong self-identity and
vegetarianism and actively insisted on the right of free practice. Members of the movement created a
foundation myth in which Ming (1368–1644) emperor Zhengde bestowed the right upon their mythical
forefather. In addition, they produced an imperial proclamation whereby Emperor Kangxi of the Qing
(1645–1911) granted the group similar privileges.

Thanks to its expert handling of a great number and variety of extant sources, Practicing Scripture depicts
one of the few lay movements in traditional China that can be understood in some depth, both in terms of its
religious content and history and its social environment. The work will be welcomed by China specialists in
religious and Buddhist studies and social history.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Waddell:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Practicing Scripture: A Lay Buddhist Movement in
Late Imperial China. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important a book Practicing Scripture: A Lay Buddhist Movement in Late Imperial China. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Gregory Richards:

The feeling that you get from Practicing Scripture: A Lay Buddhist Movement in Late Imperial China may
be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Practicing Scripture: A Lay Buddhist
Movement in Late Imperial China giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this particular Practicing Scripture: A Lay Buddhist Movement in Late Imperial
China instantly.

Nancy Collins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Practicing Scripture: A Lay Buddhist
Movement in Late Imperial China guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Practicing Scripture: A Lay
Buddhist Movement in Late Imperial China as good book but not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to another sixth sense.

Jennifer Valdovinos:

You can obtain this Practicing Scripture: A Lay Buddhist Movement in Late Imperial China by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile



phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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