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In December 1944 First Lieutenant Ewing R. "Pete" McClelland was captured in the Battle of the Bulge.
Soon afterwards in an Allied air attack on the German POW camp where he was held, he was killed.

Back home in Pennsylvania, his young widow and three small children survived him. Too young to have
lasting recollections, Ben W. McClelland, the soldier's son who was just beyond infancy, became one of the
war's fatherless innocents for whom the memories of others would form the paternal image.

As the boy evolved into manhood, he reflected on how strange it was to grow up without this parent. In this
narrative, a work of analysis as well as an odyssey into family heritage, the son undertakes a compelling
search to find this man he could not remember. Through sentiment and nostalgia he depicts the innocence of
childhood and recalls the many people who furnished impressions of his father.

Old photographs, intimate letters, and interviews with the memory keepers and the storytellers in his
extended family were resources from which the author recreated a time and a place and a person. This
reconstruction resurrects a father vital in life and passion, a man chronicled in humorous family tales,
realized among vivid small-town characters, and seen against the contrast of social changes of the1960s.

The search for his father consumed most of a lifetime. As Ben W. McClelland was approaching the age of
sixty, he had recovered this lost, never-before-realized identity. But to complete the circle of his quest, he
undertook one thing more, the emotional pilgrimage to his father's grave in Europe.

Although many other memoirs detail the experience of the soldier on the fronts of battle, this one brings an
understanding of his sacrifice in wartime, of the resounding meaning of his death for his country and for his
family, and of a son's profound yearning for answers that fulfill.

Ben W. McClelland is a professor of English and holder of the Schillig Chair of English Composition at the
University of Mississippi.

Check the author's website.
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From reader reviews:

George Cornelius:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Soldier's Son
(Willie Morris Book in Memoir and Biography) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Charlotte Lee:

The actual book Soldier's Son (Willie Morris Book in Memoir and Biography) will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Soldier's Son (Willie Morris Book in Memoir and
Biography) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Robert Knight:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Soldier's
Son (Willie Morris Book in Memoir and Biography) offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Arthur Fabry:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Soldier's Son (Willie Morris Book in
Memoir and Biography) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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