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In Basic Linguistic Theory R. M. W. Dixon provides a new and fundamental characterization of the nature of
human languages and a comprehensive guide to their description and analysis. In three clearly written and
accessible volumes, he describes how best to go about doing linguistics, the most satisfactory and profitable
ways to work, and the pitfalls to avoid. In the first volume he addresses the methodology for recording,
analysing, and comparing languages. He argues that grammatical structures and rules should be worked out
inductively on the basis of evidence, explaining in detail the steps by which an attested grammar and lexicon
can built up from observed utterances. He shows how the grammars and words of one language may be
compared to others of the same or different families, explains the methods involved in cross-linguistic
parametric analyses, and describes how to interpret the results. Volume 2 and volume 3 (to be published in
2011) offer in-depth tours of underlying principles of grammatical organization, as well as many of the facts
of grammatical variation. 'The task of the linguist,' Professor Dixon writes, 'is to explain the nature of human
languages - each viewed as an integrated system - together with an explanation of why each language is the
way it is, allied to the further scientific pursuits of prediction and evaluation.'

Basic Linguistic Theory is the triumphant outcome of a lifetime's thinking about every aspect and
manifestation of language and immersion in linguistic fieldwork. It is a one-stop text for undergraduate and
graduate students of linguistics, as well as for those in neighbouring disciplines, such as psychology and
anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Patsy Marshall:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 1: Methodology as your
daily resource information.

Justin Fernandez:

The e-book untitled Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 1: Methodology is the reserve that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 1: Methodology from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Susan Preuss:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 1: Methodology why because the excellent
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Tommy Bowles:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 1:
Methodology to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea
about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and read it.
Beside that the guide Basic Linguistic Theory Volume 1: Methodology can to be your new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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