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Contemporary notions of friendship regularly place it in the private sphere, associated with feminized forms
of sympathy and affection. As Ivy Schweitzer explains, however, this perception leads to a misunderstanding
of American history. In an exploration of early American literature and culture, Schweitzer uncovers
friendships built on a classical model that is both public and political in nature.

Schweitzer begins with Aristotle's ideal of "perfect" friendship that positions freely chosen relationships
among equals as the highest realization of ethical, social, and political bonds. Evidence in works by John
Winthrop, Hannah Foster, James Fenimore Cooper, and Catharine Sedgwick confirms that this classical
model shaped early American concepts of friendship and, thus, democracy. Schweitzer argues that
recognizing the centrality of friendship as a cultural institution is critical to understanding the rationales for
consolidating power among white males in the young nation. She also demonstrates how women, nonelite
groups, and minorities have appropriated and redefined the discourse of perfect friendship, making equality
its result rather than its requirement. By recovering the public nature of friendship, Schweitzer establishes
discourse about affection and affiliation as a central component of American identity and democratic
community.
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From reader reviews:

Tracey Cook:

The book Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature to be your habit, you can get
much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation
in Early American Literature. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Janna Lefevre:

This Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot
of information you will get. This kind of Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American
Literature without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't become worry Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature
can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early
American Literature having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Luther Keller:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to you is Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature
this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal
all of you.

Willie Batres:

You will get this Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your



knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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