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At the end of the 20th century, "postcolonialism" described the effort to understand the experience of those
who had lived under colonial rule. This kind of thinking has inevitably brought about a reexamination of the
rise of Christianity, which took place under Roman colonial rule. How did Rome look from the viewpoint of
an ordinary Galilean in the first century of the Christian era? What should this mean for our own
understanding of and relationship to Jesus of Nazareth? In the past, Jesus was often "depoliticized," treated
as a religious teacher imparting timeless truths for all people. Now, however, many scholars see Jesus as a
political leader whose goal was independence from Roman rule so that the people could renew their
traditional way of life under the rule of God. In Render to Caesar, Christopher Bryan reexamines the attitude
of the early Church toward imperial Rome. Choosing a middle road, he asserts that Jesus and the early
Christians did indeed have a critique of the Roman superpower -- a critique that was broadly in line with the
entire biblical and prophetic tradition. One cannot worship the biblical God, the God of Israel, he argues, and
not be concerned about justice in the here and now. On the other hand, the biblical tradition does not
challenge human power structures by attempting to dismantle them or replace them with other power
structures. Instead, Jesus' message consistently confronts such structures with the truth about their origin and
purpose. Their origin is that God permits them. Their purpose is to promote God's peace and justice. Power
is understood as a gift from God, a gift that it is to be used to serve God's will and a gift that can be taken
away by God when misused. Render to Caesar transforms our understanding of early Christians and their
relationship to Rome and demonstrates how Jesus' teaching continues to challenge those who live under
structures of government quite different from those that would have been envisaged by the authors of the
New Testament.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Clark:

The book Render to Caesar: Jesus, the Early Church, and the Roman Superpower make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book
Render to Caesar: Jesus, the Early Church, and the Roman Superpower for being your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open and read a publication Render to Caesar: Jesus, the Early Church, and
the Roman Superpower. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Glenn Stops:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Render to Caesar: Jesus, the Early
Church, and the Roman Superpower that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you may pick Render to Caesar: Jesus, the Early Church, and the Roman
Superpower become your starter.

Keri Lo:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Render to Caesar: Jesus, the Early Church, and the Roman
Superpower why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Ed Abraham:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Render to Caesar: Jesus, the Early Church, and
the Roman Superpower can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you
have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Render to Caesar: Jesus,



the Early Church, and the Roman Superpower.
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