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The Battle of Wise’s (Wyse) Forks, March 7-11, 1865, has long been thought of as nothing more than an
insignificant skirmish during the final days of the Civil War and relegated to a passing reference in a
footnote if it is mentioned at all. Mark A. Smith’s and Wade Sokolosky’s “To Prepare for Sherman’s
Coming”: The Battle of Wise’s Forks, March 1865 erases this misconception and elevates this combat and its
related operations to the historical status it deserves.

By March 1865, the Confederacy was on its last legs. Its armies were depleted, food and resources were
scarce, and morale was low. General Lee was barely holding on to his extended lines around Richmond and
Petersburg, and Gen. William T. Sherman was operating with nearly complete freedom in North Carolina on
his way north to form a junction with Union forces in Virginia. As the authors demonstrate, the fighting that
is the subject of this book came about when Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant initiated a broad military operation to
assist Sherman.

The responsibility for ensuring a functioning railroad from New Bern to Goldsboro rested with Maj. Gen.
Jacob D. Cox. On March 2, 1865, Cox ordered his hastily assembled Provisional Corps to march toward
Goldsboro. In response to Cox’s movement, Confederate Gen. Joseph E. Johnston executed a bold but risky
plan to divert troops away from Sherman by turning back Cox’s advance. Under the command of the
aggressive but controversial Gen. Braxton Bragg, the Confederates stood for four days and successfully
halted Cox at Wise’s Forks. This delay provided Johnston with the precious time he needed to concentrate
his forces and fight the large and important Battle of Bentonville.

“To Prepare for Sherman’s Coming” is the result of years of careful research in a wide variety of archival
sources, and relies upon official reports, diaries, newspapers, and letter collections, all tied to a keen
understanding of the terrain. Sokolosky and Smith, both career army officers, have used their expertise in
military affairs to produce what is not only a valuable book on Wise’s Forks, but what surely must be the
definitive study of one of the Civil War’s overlooked yet significant battles. Outstanding original maps by
Mark A. Moore coupled with period photographs reinforce the quality of this account and the authors’
commitment to excellence.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this "To Prepare for Sherman's Coming": The Battle of Wise's Forks,
March 1865.

Michael Thompson:

The book "To Prepare for Sherman's Coming": The Battle of Wise's Forks, March 1865 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book
"To Prepare for Sherman's Coming": The Battle of Wise's Forks, March 1865? Several of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book "To Prepare for Sherman's Coming": The Battle of
Wise's Forks, March 1865 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jamie Treat:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be "To Prepare for Sherman's Coming": The Battle of Wise's
Forks, March 1865 why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Kathryn Granger:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the "To Prepare for Sherman's Coming": The Battle of Wise's Forks, March 1865
when you required it?
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