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Foucault is one of those rare philosophers who has become a cult figure. Born in 1926 in France, over the
course of his life he dabbled in drugs, politics, and the Paris SM scene, all whilst striving to understand the
deep concepts of identity, knowledge, and power.

From aesthetics to the penal system; from madness and civilisation to avant-garde literature, Foucault was
happy to reject old models of thinking and replace them with versions that are still widely debated today. A
major influence on Queer Theory and gender studies (he was openly gay and died of an AIDS-related illness
in 1984), he also wrote on architecture, history, law, medicine, literature, politics and of course philosophy,
and even managed a best-seller in France on a book dedicated to
the history of systems of thought.

Because of the complexity of his arguments, people trying to come to terms with his work have desperately
sought introductory material that makes his theories clear and accessible for the beginner. Ideally suited for
the Very Short Introductions series, Gary Gutting presents a comprehensive but non-systematic treatment of
some highlights of Foucault's life and thought. Beginning with a brief biography to set the social and
political stage, he then tackles Foucault's thoughts on
literature, in particular the avant-garde scene; his philosophical and historical work; his treatment of
knowledge and power in modern society; and his thoughts on sexuality.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

The e-book with title Foucault: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Todd Quesinberry:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Foucault: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get just before. The Foucault: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) giving you
another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

William Riser:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is Foucault: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Clarence Anderson:

You will get this Foucault: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways



for you.
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