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Discusses Gandhi’s creative use of ascetic practice, particularly his practice of celibacy, for nonviolent
activism.

More than six decades after his death, Mohandas Gandhi continues to inspire those who seek political and
social liberation through nonviolent means. Uniquely, Gandhi placed celibacy and other renunciatory
disciplines at the center of his nonviolent political strategy, conducting original experiments with their
possibilities to gain practical, moral, and even miraculous powers for social change. Gandhi’s abstinence in
marriage, eccentric views on sexuality, and odd ways of including his female associates in his practices
continue to cause ambivalence among scholars and students. Through a comprehensive study of Gandhi’s
own words, select Indian religious texts and myths that he used, and the historical and cultural context of his
activism, Veena R. Howard shows how Gandhi’s ascetic disciplines helped him mobilize millions. She
explores Gandhi’s creative use of renunciation in challenging established paradigms of confrontational
politics, passive asceticism, and oppressive social customs. Howard’s book sheds new light on the creative
possibilities Gandhi discovered in combining personal renunciation, sacrifice, ritual, and myth for modern
day social action.

“Based on a detailed and close reading of Gandhi’s works, and considerable familiarity with Indian
traditions, this book offers an informative and interesting account of the inner connections between his
asceticism and nonviolent politics.” — Bhikhu Parekh, University of Westminster and the House of Lords

“Well grounded in the contemporary scholarship on Gandhi, Veena Howard wisely takes her primary clues
from Gandhi’s own claims about himself, read in accord with concepts central to Indian tradition. She brings
out the substance and wisdom of his positions, without avoiding challenging questions about those ideals and
practices.” — Francis X. Clooney, SJ, author of Comparative Theology: Deep Learning Across Religious
Borders

Veena R. Howard teaches Religious Studies and Asian Studies at the University of Oregon.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Hamby:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Gandhi's Ascetic Activism: Renunciation and Social Action.

Kyle Gill:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is definitely Gandhi's Ascetic Activism: Renunciation and Social Action.

Vickie Kay:

This Gandhi's Ascetic Activism: Renunciation and Social Action is great guide for you because the content
which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Gandhi's Ascetic Activism: Renunciation and Social Action in your hand like having the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world
with ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Gary Campbell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Gandhi's Ascetic Activism: Renunciation and Social
Action was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Gandhi's Ascetic
Activism: Renunciation and Social Action has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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