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This study examines literary celebrity in Britain from 1850 to 1914. Through lively analysis of rare cultural
materials, Easley demonstrates the crucial role of the celebrity author in the formation of British national
identity. As Victorians toured the homes and haunts of famous writers, they developed a sense of shared
national heritage. At the same time, by reading sensational accounts of writers' lives, they were able to
reconsider conventional gender roles and domestic arrangements. As women were featured in interviews and
profiles, they were increasingly associated with the ephemerality of the popular press and were often
excluded from emerging narratives of British literary history, which defined great literature as having a
timeless appeal. Nevertheless, women writers were able to capitalize on celebrity media as a way of
furthering their own careers and retelling history on their own terms. Press attention had a more positive
effect on men's literary careers since they were expected to assume public identities; however, in some cases,
media exposure had the effect of sensationalizing their lives, bodies, and careers. With the development of
proto-feminist criticism and historiography, the life stories of male writers were increasingly used to expose
unhealthy domestic relationships and imagine ideal forms of British masculinity. The first section of Literary
Celebrity explores the practice of literary tourism in Victorian Britain, focusing specifically on the homes
and haunts of Charles Dickens, Christina Rossetti, George Eliot, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and Harriet
Martineau. This investigation incorporates analysis of fascinating cultural texts, including maps, periodicals,
and tourist guidebooks. Easley links the practice of literary tourism to a variety of cultural developments,
including nationalism, urbanization, spiritualism, the women's movement, and the expansion of popular print
culture. The second section provides fresh insight into the ways that celebrity culture informed the
development of Victorian historiography. Easley demonstrates how women were able to re-tell history from
a proto-feminist perspective by writing contemporary history, participating in architectural reform
movements, and becoming active in literary societies. In this chapter she returns to the work of Harriet
Martineau and introduces a variety of lesser-known contributors to the field, including Mary Gillies and
Mary Ward. Literary Celebrity concludes with a third section focused on the expansion of celebrity media at
the fin de si_cle. These chapters and a brief coda link the popularization of celebrity news to the de-
canonization of women writers, the professionalization of medicine, the development of the open space
movement, and the institutionalization of English studies. These investigations elucidate the role of celebrity
media in the careers of Charlotte Robinson, Marie Corelli, Mary Braddon, Harriet Martineau, Thomas
Carlyle, Ernest Hart, and Octavia Hill.
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From reader reviews:

Lucas Florio:

The actual book Literary Celebrity, Gender, and Victorian Authorship, 1850-1914 has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this book.

Debra Riggs:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Literary Celebrity, Gender, and
Victorian Authorship, 1850-1914 is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Randy Champion:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Literary Celebrity, Gender, and
Victorian Authorship, 1850-1914 can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book
you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Literary Celebrity, Gender, and Victorian Authorship, 1850-1914.

Scott Reisinger:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Literary Celebrity, Gender, and Victorian
Authorship, 1850-1914 to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a
book and read it. Beside that the guide Literary Celebrity, Gender, and Victorian Authorship, 1850-1914 can
to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the
time.
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