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World War II submariners rarely experienced anything as exhilarating or horrifying as the surface gun
attack. Between the ocean floor and the rolling whitecaps above, submarines patrolled a dark abyss in a
fusion of silence, shadows, and steel, firing around eleven thousand torpedoes, sinking Japanese men-of-war
and more than one thousand merchant ships. But the anonymity and simplicity of the stealthy torpedo attack
hid the savagery of warfare -- a stark difference from the brutality of the surface gun maneuver. As the
submarine shot through the surface of the water, confined sailors scrambled through the hatches armed with
large-caliber guns and met the enemy face-to-face. Surface and Destroy: The Submarine Gun War in the
Pacific reveals the nature of submarine warfare in the Pacific Ocean during World War II and investigates
the challenges of facing the enemy on the surface.

The surface battle amplified the realities of war, bringing submariners into close contact with survivors and
potential prisoners of war. As Japan's larger ships disappeared from the Pacific theater, American submarines
turned their attention to smaller craft such as patrol boats, schooners, sampans, and junks. Some officers
refused to attack enemy vessels of questionable value, while others attacked reluctantly and tried to minimize
casualties. Michael Sturma focuses on the submariners' reactions and attitudes toward their victims,
exploring the sailors' personal standards of morality and their ability to wage total war. Surface and Destroy
is a thorough analysis of the submariner experience and the effects of surface attacks on the war in the
Pacific, offering a compelling study of the battles that became "intolerably personal."
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Evans:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Surface and Destroy: The
Submarine Gun War in the Pacific will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
appropriate book with you?

Sheila Searcy:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above.
Every person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Surface and Destroy:
The Submarine Gun War in the Pacific. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Rayford Alexander:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Surface and Destroy: The Submarine Gun War in
the Pacific or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Surface and Destroy: The Submarine Gun War in the Pacific to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Vincent Olson:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Surface and Destroy: The Submarine Gun War in the Pacific we can have more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Surface
and Destroy: The Submarine Gun War in the Pacific. You can more pleasing than now.
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