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“Eliza Factor’s first novel, The Mercury Fountain, explores what happens when a life driven by ideology
confronts implacable truths of science and human nature. It also shows how leaders can inflict damage by
neglecting the real needs of real people. Though the action takes place between 1900 and 1923, the
resonance feel alarmingly contemporary. . . Factor counters convention with a sharp sense of character,
evocative subplots and the dangerous allure of mercury itself.”
--New York Times Book Review

"Factor develops her characters in entertaining ways while building a novel of social realism."
--Kirkus Reviews

Set in a remote stretch of desert near the border of west Texas and Mexico at the turn of the twentieth
century, this story follows the pursuits of Owen Scraperton as he struggles to establish Pristina, a
utopian community based on mercury mining that aims to resolve the great questions of labor and
race. As age, love, and experience cause Owen to modify his original vision, his fiercely idealistic
daughter Victoria remains true to Pristina's founding principles—setting them up for a major conflict
that captures the imagination of the entire town. The Mercury Fountain combines realistic modern
writing with elements from American and Greco-Roman mythology, taking its cue from Mercury, the
most slippery and mischievous of gods, who rules over science, commerce, eloquence, and thievery.

Eliza Factor was born in 1968 in Boston, Massachusetts, and currently resides in Brooklyn, New York.
The Mercury Fountain is her debut novel.
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From reader reviews:

Roberto Reyes:

With other case, little people like to read book The Mercury Fountain. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The Mercury Fountain. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Janet Smith:

This The Mercury Fountain is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for
you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Mercury
Fountain in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Cornell Warren:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Mercury Fountain can be the respond to, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Claudia Chittum:

You can obtain this The Mercury Fountain by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not
only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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