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When George Washington bade farewell to his officers, he did so in New York's Fraunces Tavern. When
Andrew Jackson planned his defense of New Orleans against the British in 1815, he met Jean Lafitte in a
grog shop. And when John Wilkes Booth plotted with his accomplices to carry out an assassination, they
gathered in Surratt Tavern.

In America Walks into a Bar, Christine Sismondo recounts the rich and fascinating history of an institution
often reviled, yet always central to American life. She traces the tavern from England to New England,
showing how even the Puritans valued "a good Beere." With fast-paced narration and lively characters, she
carries the story through the twentieth century and beyond, from repeated struggles over licensing and
Sunday liquor sales, from the Whiskey Rebellion to the temperance movement, from attempts to ban
"treating" to Prohibition and repeal. As the cockpit of organized crime, politics, and everyday social life, the
bar has remained vital--and controversial--down to the present. In 2006, when the Hurricane Katrina
Emergency Tax Relief Act was passed, a rider excluded bars from applying for aid or tax breaks on the
grounds that they contributed nothing to the community. Sismondo proves otherwise: the bar has contributed
everything to the American story.

Now in paperback, Sismondo's heady cocktail of agile prose and telling anecdotes offers a resounding toast
to taprooms, taverns, saloons, speakeasies, and the local hangout where everybody knows your name.
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From reader reviews:

George Finch:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book America Walks into a
Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog Shops. All type of book could you
see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Deborah Rost:

Often the book America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog
Shops will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea
is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book America Walks
into a Bar: A Spirited History of Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog Shops is much recommended
to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the
book.

Lawrence Woods:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The America Walks into a Bar:
A Spirited History of Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog Shops will give you new experience in
reading a book.

Mary Brott:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is actually America Walks into a Bar: A Spirited History of
Taverns and Saloons, Speakeasies and Grog Shops. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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