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In 1861, when the Confederate States of America seceded from the Union and Civil War broke out between
the North and the South, few people had much idea of the scale, intensity, and duration of the conflict they
were about to enter. Politicians, generals, and common folk on both sides blithely assumed that the conflict
would be over quickly and were naively convinced of the superiority of the leadership and the forces at their
disposal. Three years later, after many horrendous battles and huge loss of life, the tragic realities of this war
had begun to sink in. Stalemate had led to great frustration and suggested a protracted conflict with no end in
sight.

In this successor volume to his acclaimed Origins of the American Civil War (1996), Civil War historian
Brian Holden Reid examines in depth the operational military history during the first three years of
America’s Civil War. In particular, he focuses on generalship, command decisions, strategy, and tactics, as
well as the experiences of ordinary soldiers.

Besides lack of experience among generals, Holden Reid reveals that for the first few years of the war there
was considerable indecisiveness in the North, a hesitancy to punish the South, and a fruitless hope that the
Confederacy would agree to some form of reconciliation. He highlights certain important political and social
developments during the course of the war that had an effect on Union soldiers and shows how their views
became a catalyst in hardening the attitudes in the North toward the South.

This important analysis makes a major contribution to Civil War military history within the larger context of
a turbulent political and social climate. It will be followed by another work covering the final eighteen
months of the conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Johnson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take America's Civil War: The Operational
Battlefield, 1861-1863 as your daily resource information.

Suzanne Ferris:

This book untitled America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Lily Spivey:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this America's Civil
War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863.

Taylor Becker:

Typically the book America's Civil War: The Operational Battlefield, 1861-1863 has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.
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