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This is a moving, star-filled account of one of Hollywood’s true golden ages as told by a man in the middle
of it all. Walter Mirisch’s company has produced some of the most entertaining and enduring classics in film
history, including West Side Story, Some Like It Hot, In the Heat of the Night, and The Magnificent Seven.
His work has led to 87 Academy Award nominations and 28 Oscars. Richly illustrated with rare photographs
from his personal collection, I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History reveals Mirisch’s own
experience of Hollywood and tells the stories of the stars—emerging and established—who appeared in his
films, including Natalie Wood, John Wayne, Peter Sellers, Sidney Poitier, Steve McQueen, Marilyn Monroe,
and many others.

    With hard-won insight and gentle humor, Mirisch recounts how he witnessed the end of the studio system,
the development of independent production, and the rise and fall of some of Hollywood’s most gifted (and
notorious) cultural icons. A producer with a passion for creative excellence, he offers insights into his
innovative filmmaking process, revealing a rare ingenuity for placating the demands of auteur directors,
weak-kneed studio executives, and troubled screen sirens.

    From his early start as a movie theater usher to the presentation of such masterpieces as The Apartment,
Fiddler on the Roof, and The Great Escape, Mirisch tells the inspiring life story of his climb to the highest
echelon of the American film industry. This book assures Mirisch’s legacy—as Elmore Leonard puts it—as
“one of the good guys.”

Best Books for Special Interests, selected by the American Association of School Librarians, and Best Books
for General Audiences, selected by the Public Library Association
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Herr:

The book I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History (Wisconsin Film Studies) gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History (Wisconsin Film Studies) for being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve I Thought We Were Making
Movies, Not History (Wisconsin Film Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Gail Beattie:

This I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History (Wisconsin Film Studies) book is just not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot
of information you will get. That I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History (Wisconsin Film Studies)
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History (Wisconsin Film Studies) can bring whenever you
are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History (Wisconsin Film Studies)
having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Victor Loy:

The event that you get from I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History (Wisconsin Film Studies) may
be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not
History (Wisconsin Film Studies) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this specific I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History (Wisconsin Film Studies) instantly.

Mark Klein:

I Thought We Were Making Movies, Not History (Wisconsin Film Studies) can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing I Thought



We Were Making Movies, Not History (Wisconsin Film Studies) but doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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