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The American fixation with marriage, so prevalent in today’s debates over marriage for same-sex couples,
owes much of its intensity to a small group of reformers who introduced Americans to marriage counseling
in the 1930s. Today, millions of couples seek help to save their marriages each year. Over the intervening
decades, marriage counseling has powerfully promoted the idea that successful marriages are essential to
both individuals’ and the nation’s well-being.

Rebecca Davis reveals how couples and counselors transformed the ideal of the perfect marriage as they
debated sexuality, childcare, mobility, wage earning, and autonomy, exposing both the fissures and
aspirations of American society. From the economic dislocations of the Great Depression to more recent
debates over government-funded “Healthy Marriage” programs, counselors have responded to the shifting
needs and goals of American couples. Tensions among personal fulfillment, career aims, religious identity,
and socioeconomic status have coursed through the history of marriage and explain why the stakes in the
institution are so fraught for the couples involved and for the communities to which they belong.

Americans care deeply about marriages—their own and other people’s—because they have made enormous
investments of time, money, and emotion to improve their own relationships and because they believe that
their personal decisions about whom to marry or whether to divorce extend far beyond themselves. This
intriguing book tells the uniquely American story of a culture gripped with the hope that, with enough effort
and the right guidance, more perfect marital unions are within our reach.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Boone:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book More Perfect Unions had been making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
reserve More Perfect Unions is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
together with the book More Perfect Unions. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Karen Lawless:

This More Perfect Unions are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason of this More Perfect Unions can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this More Perfect Unions giving you an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Brian Kelley:

The reserve untitled More Perfect Unions is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see
the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book
of More Perfect Unions from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Andrew Nixon:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book More Perfect Unions was filled concerning science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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