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This book presents an evolutionary theory of technological change based upon recent scholarship in the
history of technology and upon relevant material drawn from economic history and anthropology. It
challenges the popular notion that technology advances by the efforts of a few heroic individuals who
produce a series of revolutionary inventions owing little or nothing to the technological past. Therefore, the
book's argument is shaped by analogies taken selectively from the theory of organic evolution, and not from
the theory and practice of political revolution. Three themes appear, and reappear with variations, throughout
the study. The first is diversity: an acknowledgment of the vast numbers of different kinds of made things
(artifacts) that have long been available to humanity; the second is necessity: the belief that humans are
driven to invent new artifacts in order to meet basic biological requirements such as food, shelter, and
defense; and the third is technological evolution: an organic analogy that explains both the emergence of
novel artifacts and their subsequent selection by society for incorporation into its material life without
invoking either biological necessity or technological progress. Although the book is not intended to provide a
strict chronological account of the development of technology, historical examples - including many of the
major achievements of Western technology: the waterwheel, the printing press, the steam engine,
automobiles and trucks, and the transistor - are used extensively to support its theoretical framework. The
Evolution of Techology will be of interest to all readers seeking to learn how and why technology changes,
including both students and specialists in the history of technology and science.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Evans:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Evolution of Technology (Cambridge
Studies in the History of Science). Try to stumble through book The Evolution of Technology (Cambridge
Studies in the History of Science) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Marie Clayton:

This book untitled The Evolution of Technology (Cambridge Studies in the History of Science) to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from
your list.

Mathew Jones:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely The Evolution of Technology (Cambridge Studies in the History of Science).

Donna Graham:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Evolution of Technology (Cambridge Studies in the History of Science) your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get previous to. The The Evolution of Technology (Cambridge Studies in the
History of Science) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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