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Why are some countries better than others at science and technology (S&T)? Written in an approachable
style, The Politics of Innovation provides readers from all backgrounds and levels of expertise a
comprehensive introduction to the debates over national S&T competitiveness. It synthesizes over fifty years
of theory and research on national innovation rates, bringing together the current political and economic
wisdom, and latest findings, about how nations become S&T leaders. Many experts mistakenly believe that
domestic institutions and policies determine national innovation rates. However, after decades of research,
there is still no agreement on precisely how this happens, exactly which institutions matter, and little
aggregate evidence has been produced to support any particular explanation. Yet, despite these problems, a
core faith in a relationship between domestic institutions and national innovation rates remains widely held
and little challenged. The Politics of Innovation confronts head-on this contradiction between theory,
evidence, and the popularity of the institutions-innovation hypothesis. It presents extensive evidence to show
that domestic institutions and policies do not determine innovation rates. Instead, it argues that social
networks are as important as institutions in determining national innovation rates. The Politics of Innovation
also introduces a new theory of "creative insecurity" which explains how institutions, policies, and networks
are all subservient to politics. It argues that, ultimately, each country's balance of domestic rivalries vs.
external threats, and the ensuing political fights, are what drive S&T competitiveness. In making its case,
The Politics of Innovation draws upon statistical analysis and comparative case studies of the United States,
Japan, South Korea, China, Taiwan, Thailand, the Philippines, Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Canada, Turkey,
Israel, Russia and a dozen countries across Western Europe.
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From reader reviews:

David Anthony:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Politics of
Innovation: Why Some Countries Are Better Than Others at Science and Technology? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Nathan Lawhorn:

The book The Politics of Innovation: Why Some Countries Are Better Than Others at Science and
Technology make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject.
If you can make studying a book The Politics of Innovation: Why Some Countries Are Better Than Others at
Science and Technology for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a book
The Politics of Innovation: Why Some Countries Are Better Than Others at Science and Technology. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Dennis Utley:

The e-book with title The Politics of Innovation: Why Some Countries Are Better Than Others at Science
and Technology posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Lee Villegas:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Politics of Innovation: Why Some Countries Are Better Than Others at Science and Technology your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Politics of Innovation: Why Some
Countries Are Better Than Others at Science and Technology giving you yet another experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it,



like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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