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In this study of literature and law from the Constitutional founding through the Civil War, Hoang Gia Phan
demonstrates how American citizenship and civic culture were profoundly transformed by the racialized
material histories of free, enslaved, and indentured labor. Bonds of Citizenship illuminates the historical
tensions between the legal paradigms of citizenship and contract, and in the emergence of free labor ideology
in American culture.
 
Phan argues that in the age of Emancipation the cultural attributes of free personhood became identified with
the legal rights and privileges of the citizen, and that individual freedom thus became identified with the
nation-state. He situates the emergence of American citizenship and the American novel within the context
of Atlantic slavery and Anglo-American legal culture, placing early American texts by Hector St. John de
Crèvecœur, Benjamin Franklin, and Charles Brockden Brown alongside Black Atlantic texts by Ottobah
Cugoano and Olaudah Equiano. Beginning with a revisionary reading of the Constitution’s “slavery clauses,”
Phan recovers indentured servitude as a transitional form of labor bondage that helped define the key terms
of modern U.S. citizenship: mobility, volition, and contract. Bonds of Citizenship demonstrates how
citizenship and civic culture were transformed by antebellum debates over slavery, free labor, and national
Union, while analyzing the writings of Frederick Douglass and Herman Melville alongside a wide-ranging
archive of lesser-known antebellum legal and literary texts in the context of changing conceptions of
constitutionalism, property, and contract. Situated at the nexus of literary criticism, legal studies, and labor
history, Bonds of Citizenship challenges the founding fiction of a pro-slavery Constitution central to
American letters and legal culture.
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From reader reviews:

David Lacey:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Bonds of Citizenship: Law and the Labors of Emancipation
(America and the Long 19th Century).

Carol Berry:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Bonds of Citizenship: Law and the
Labors of Emancipation (America and the Long 19th Century) will make you to always be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading any
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or acceptable book with you?

Jeanie Hynes:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Bonds of Citizenship: Law and
the Labors of Emancipation (America and the Long 19th Century) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Bonds of Citizenship:
Law and the Labors of Emancipation (America and the Long 19th Century) become your own personal
starter.

Brenda Anderson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Bonds of Citizenship: Law and the Labors of Emancipation (America
and the Long 19th Century) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th



sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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