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“To any who want to learn more about the age of the Kamikaze at Okinawa, this book is to be desired. For
the serious historian who wants a “blow by blow” coverage of the US defense against the Japanese airpower
portion of the battle for Okinawa, it is a must. And for the casual reader…you’ll gain insight even if you just
peruse this book.” —Airborne Quarterly

“. . . crisp, engrossing narrative . . . puts the reader right onto the blazing decks and into the cockpits of the
attackers and defenders during one of the most hard-fought engagements of the entire war.”—World War II
History

This is the previously untold story of one of the most ferocious and prolonged air/naval battles in history: the
battle at the radar picket stations during the American assault on Okinawa in the spring of 1945. The US fleet
and its accompanying airpower that took station off Okinawa was of gigantic proportions, such that the
Japanese could only rely on suicide attacks to inflict critical damage. While losses in the main fleet,
including damage to ships such as the Enterprise and Intrepid, have been well covered, less known is the
terrific battle waged on the radar picket line, the fleet’s outer defense against Japanese marauders. Of the 206
ships that served on radar picket duty, nearly 30 percent were sunk or damaged by Japanese air attacks,
making theirs the most hazardous naval surface duty in World War II. The great losses were largely due to
the relentless nature of the kamikaze attacks, but also the improper use of support gunboats, failure to
establish land-based radar at the earliest possible time, the assignment of ships ill-equipped for picket duty,
and, as time went on, crew fatigue. The nature of the US air cover is also described in full, as squadrons
dashed from their carriers and land bases to intercept the Japanese swarms, resulting in constant melees over
the fleet. Toward the end of the battle, the radar picket ships became the prime kamikaze targets as Japanese
pilots despaired of getting through the “big blue blanket” of American fighter planes to reach larger prey.
Robin L. Rielly has written an engrossing narrative of air/naval combat, combining firsthand action with
astute tactical and strategic analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Davenport:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Kamikazes, Corsairs, and Picket Ships:
Okinawa, 1945 will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Robert Schneck:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Kamikazes, Corsairs, and Picket Ships:
Okinawa, 1945 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Pamela Dodge:

The book untitled Kamikazes, Corsairs, and Picket Ships: Okinawa, 1945 contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Catherine Graziani:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Kamikazes, Corsairs, and Picket Ships: Okinawa,
1945 can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Kamikazes, Corsairs, and Picket
Ships: Okinawa, 1945.
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