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In Men without Women Eliot Borenstein examines the literature of the early Soviet period to shed new light
on the iconic Russian concept of comradeship. By analyzing a variety of Russian writers who span the
ideological spectrum, Borenstein provides an illuminating reading of the construction of masculinity in
Soviet culture. In each example he identifies the replacement of blood ties with ideology and the creation of
a social order in which the family has been supplanted by the collective.
In such works as Red Cavalry by Isaac Babel, Envy by Yuri Olesha, and Chevengur by Andrei Platonov
women are either absent or transformed into bodiless abstractions. Their absence, claims Borenstein, reflects
the masculine values that are hallmarks of the post-revolutionary era: production rather than reproduction,
participation in history rather than domestic ahistoricity, heavy industry, construction, and struggle. He
identifies in this literature groups of “men without women” replacing the family, even while the metaphor of
family is used as an organizing feature of their recurring revolutionary missions. With the passage of time,
these characters’ relationships—just as those in the Soviet culture of the time—begin to resemble the family
structure that was originally rejected and destroyed, with one important exception: the new “families” had no
place for women. According to Borenstein, this masculinist myth found its most congenial audience during
the early period of communism, but its hostility to women and family ties could not survive into the Stalinist
era when women, home, and family were no longer seen as antithetical to socialism.
Drawing on the theory and writings of Levi-Strauss, Girard, Sedgwick, and others, Men Without Women will
be of interest to students and scholars of Slavic literature and history as well as specialists in literary theory
and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Cobble:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Men without Women: Masculinity and
Revolution in Russian Fiction, 1917-1929 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or ideal book with you?

Julia Hale:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Men without Women: Masculinity and
Revolution in Russian Fiction, 1917-1929 book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt Men without Women: Masculinity and Revolution in Russian Fiction, 1917-1929 as good book but not
only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its include,
so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Patricia Cockrell:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Men without Women: Masculinity
and Revolution in Russian Fiction, 1917-1929 is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Joel Newsom:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Men without
Women: Masculinity and Revolution in Russian Fiction, 1917-1929 which is obtaining the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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