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"I have made it my concern to hunt out this technique for your study as I learned it by looking and listening."
On Divers Arts, c. 1122, is the oldest extant manual on artistic crafts to be written by a practicing artist.
Before Theophilus, manuscripts on the arts came from scholars and philosophers standing outside the actual
profession. On Divers Arts describes actual 12th-century techniques in painting, glass, and metalwork, which
the Benedictine author wished to pass on to those gifted by God with a talent for making beautiful things.
Theophilus teaches, with rigorous attention to fact but also with great reverence the making of pigments for
fresco painting, the manufacture of glue, the technique of gold leaf on parchment (the first recorded
European reference to true paper), how to blow glass and design stained glass windows, how to fashion gold
and silver chalices, and how to make a pipe organ and church bells. Precise instruction on enameling,
chasing, repoussé, niello, and beaded wire work prove Theophilus's first-hand knowledge of his craft.
While 90 percent of Theophilus's writing is sound technical knowledge, medieval folk lore occasionally
spices his text: "Tools are also made harder by hardening them in the urine of a small red-headed boy than by
doing so in plain water." But the magnificent fact of On Divers Art remains its status as the first technical
treatise on painting, glass, and metalwork, for which actual specimens still survive. The editors have taken
care to ensure both philological and technological accuracy for this authoritative edition of a medieval
classic, a manual of great importance to craftsmen, historians of art and science, and all who delight in the
making of the beautiful.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book On Divers Arts (Dover Art
Instruction). All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Mary Perry:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular On Divers Arts
(Dover Art Instruction) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Mary Cruz:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled On Divers
Arts (Dover Art Instruction) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of.
The On Divers Arts (Dover Art Instruction) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Malcolm Thurmond:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book On Divers Arts (Dover Art Instruction) to
make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and go through
it. Beside that the book On Divers Arts (Dover Art Instruction) can to be your friend when you're sense alone
and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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