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Was there a sudden break in the world of art, literature, and music when modernism gave way to
postmodernism?

Philip Nel attacks the notion of tremendous and sudden change in artistic understanding and literary practice.
Instead, in The Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks he proposes that a series of
small but far-reaching changes drew understanding from modernism to postmodernism.

What bonds these two periods together? The constant agent of change, Nel argues, was the avant-garde.
Tracking its influence on novelists, popular culture figures, and children’s authors, this book re-evaluates
how twentieth-century culture has been traditionally divided into “modern” and “postmodern.”

Suggesting that a modernism and postmodernism division prevents accurate evaluation of a work, Nel
realigns our conceptions of twentieth-century literature, art, and music. Focusing on eight figures?Nathanael
West, Djuna Barnes, Dr. Seuss, Donald Barthelme, Don DeLillo, Chris Van Allsburg, Laurie Anderson, and
Leonard Cohen?as representative, The Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity examines works along a
spectrum of political involvement.

This first book to analyze postmodern children’s literature revives the radical Dr. Seuss by reading him
alongside avant-garde artists. Nel argues that Chris Van Allsburg speaks the internet generation’s vernacular,
using a surrealist idiom to pose questions that linger beyond his picture books’ final pages.

The Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity is a nuanced and wide-ranging re-reading of how
postmodernism displays art’s ability to imagine a better world.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The Avant-Garde
and American Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks.

Graciela Johnson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. The Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks can be
your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Cameron Rodriquez:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Avant-Garde and American
Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

James Coles:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Avant-Garde and American Postmodernity: Small Incisive Shocks can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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