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For over a century French officials in Indochina systematically uprooted métis children—those born of
Southeast Asian mothers and white, African, or Indian fathers—from their homes. In many cases, and for a
wide range of reasons—death, divorce, the end of a romance, a return to France, or because the birth was the
result of rape—the father had left the child in the mother's care. Although the program succeeded in rescuing
homeless children from life on the streets, for those in their mothers' care it was disastrous. Citing an 1889
French law and claiming that raising children in the Southeast Asian cultural milieu was tantamount to
abandonment, colonial officials sought permanent, "protective" custody of the children, placing them in
state-run orphanages or educational institutions to be transformed into "little Frenchmen."

The Uprooted offers an in-depth investigation of the colony's child-removal program: the motivations behind
it, reception of it, and resistance to it. Métis children, Eurasians in particular, were seen as a threat on
multiple fronts—colonial security, white French dominance, and the colonial gender order. Officials feared
that abandoned métis might become paupers or prostitutes, thereby undermining white prestige. Métis were
considered particularly vulnerable to the lure of anticolonialist movements—their ambiguous racial identity
and outsider status, it was thought, might lead them to rebellion. Métischildren who could pass for white also
played a key role in French plans to augment their own declining numbers and reproduce the French race,
nation, and, after World War II, empire.

French child welfare organizations continued to work in Vietnam well beyond independence, until 1975. The
story of the métis children they sought to help highlights the importance—and vulnerability—of indigenous
mothers and children to the colonial project. Part of a larger historical trend, the Indochina case shows
striking parallels to that of Australia's "Stolen Generation" and the Indian and First Nations boarding schools
in the United States and Canada. This poignant and little known story will be of interest to scholars of French
and Southeast Asian studies, colonialism, gender studies, and the historiography of the family.
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From reader reviews:

Stevie Mozingo:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled
The Uprooted: Race, Children, and Imperialism in French Indochina, 1890-1980 (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Shawn Hodgin:

The book The Uprooted: Race, Children, and Imperialism in French Indochina, 1890-1980 (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning, and Memory) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book The Uprooted: Race, Children, and
Imperialism in French Indochina, 1890-1980 (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory)? Some of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Uprooted: Race, Children, and Imperialism
in French Indochina, 1890-1980 (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) has simple shape but the
truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Miriam Normandin:

The ability that you get from The Uprooted: Race, Children, and Imperialism in French Indochina, 1890-
1980 (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) may be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but The Uprooted: Race, Children, and Imperialism in French Indochina, 1890-1980
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having
this specific The Uprooted: Race, Children, and Imperialism in French Indochina, 1890-1980 (Southeast
Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) instantly.

Dorothy Betancourt:

You can find this The Uprooted: Race, Children, and Imperialism in French Indochina, 1890-1980
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or



reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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