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From one of our leading social thinkers, a compelling case for the elimination of nuclear weapons.

During his impeachment proceedings, Richard Nixon boasted, "I can go into my office and pick up the
telephone and in twenty-five minutes seventy million people will be dead." Nixon was accurately describing
not only his own power but also the power of every American president in the nuclear age.

Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon each contemplated using nuclear
weapons—Eisenhower twice, Kennedy three times, Johnson once, Nixon four times. Whether later
presidents, from Ford to Obama, considered using them we will learn only once their national security papers
are released.

In this incisive, masterfully argued new book, award-winning social theorist Elaine Scarry demonstrates that
the power of one leader to obliterate millions of people with a nuclear weapon—a possibility that remains
very real even in the wake of the Cold War—deeply violates our constitutional rights, undermines the social
contract, and is fundamentally at odds with the deliberative principles of democracy.

According to the Constitution, the decision to go to war requires rigorous testing by both Congress and the
citizenry; when a leader can single-handedly decide to deploy a nuclear weapon, we live in a state of
“thermonuclear monarchy,” not democracy.

The danger of nuclear weapons comes from potential accidents or acquisition by terrorists, hackers, or rogue
countries. But the gravest danger comes from the mistaken idea that there exists some case compatible with
legitimate governance. There can be no such case. Thermonuclear Monarchy shows the deformation of
governance that occurs when a country gains nuclear weapons.

In bold and lucid prose, Thermonuclear Monarchy identifies the tools that will enable us to eliminate nuclear
weapons and bring the decision for war back into the hands of Congress and the people. Only by doing so
can we secure the safety of home populations, foreign populations, and the earth itself.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Mickey:

The feeling that you get from Thermonuclear Monarchy: Choosing Between Democracy and Doom may be
the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Thermonuclear Monarchy: Choosing Between
Democracy and Doom giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
this particular Thermonuclear Monarchy: Choosing Between Democracy and Doom instantly.

Edward Lott:

This Thermonuclear Monarchy: Choosing Between Democracy and Doom usually are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Thermonuclear Monarchy: Choosing Between
Democracy and Doom can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Thermonuclear Monarchy: Choosing Between Democracy and Doom giving you
an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Beverly Bell:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your
knowledge to some others. When you read this Thermonuclear Monarchy: Choosing Between Democracy
and Doom, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Lois Hutter:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Thermonuclear Monarchy: Choosing Between Democracy and Doom we can get more



advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book
Thermonuclear Monarchy: Choosing Between Democracy and Doom. You can more attractive than now.
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