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Burkert, Girard, and Smith hold important and contradictory theories about the nature and origin of ritual
sacrifice, and the role violence plays in religion and culture. These papers and conversations derive from a
conference that pursued the possibility and utility of a general theory of religion and culture, especially one
based on violence. The special value of this volume is the conversations as such—the real record of working
scholars engaged with one another's theories, as they make and meet challenges, and move and maneuver.

Girard and Burkert present different versions of the same conviction: that a single theory can account for
ritual and its social function, a theory that posits original acts of group violence. Smith sharply questions
both the possibility and the utility of such a general theory. Among the highlights of this stimulating
interchange of ideas is a searching criticism of Girard's theory of generative scapegoating, which he answers
with clarity and conviction, and a challenging of Burkert's theory of the origin of sacrifice in the hunt by
Smith's argument, posed as a jeu d'esprit, that sacrifice originates with the domestication of animals.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Hernandez:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Violent Origins is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Catherine Ng:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Violent Origins is kind of guide which
is giving the reader unstable experience.

Robert Collado:

This Violent Origins tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Violent Origins can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your
before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Violent Origins forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Louis Cline:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book Violent Origins it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.
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